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The Scripture 

God presented him [Jesus] as a sacrifice of atonement, 

through faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate 

his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the 

sins committed beforehand unpunished—he did it to 

demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as to be just and the one 

who justifies those who have faith in Jesus (Romans 3:25-26). 

 

The thought: 

The word “atonement” means what it says—“AT ONE.”  It is the state of being at one.  

This implies that for each one of us there has been a separation from God.  This 

separation began in the garden (see Genesis 3) when the first man and the first woman 

decided to go their own way and separated themselves from their Creator God and his 

purpose for their lives.   

 

This separation has all the characteristics of a break between a parent and a child.  We 

are talking here about a perfect parent, God, and a willful, selfish child.  In the 

beginning, the Creator God made man and woman content in a beautiful world 

characterized by an ongoing relation of love and companionship with each other and 

with God.  However, sin entered into these relationships because man and woman 

abused the choice they had been given—the choice to freely choose relationship with 

God or to opt for independence from him.  They were given the ability to decide 

between following their own selfish desires or the pathway of right relationship with 

their Creator.  Genesis 3 describes humans as tempted by Satan to be their own gods 

and thereby to escape the seeming limitations of God’s plan for them. 

 

Humans made a choice to exercise freedom and independence from God on their own 

terms and thus from God’s purpose.  They thought they were free to go their own way.  

They did not understand that this freedom was intended to be “freedom for” and not 

“freedom from” God.  They did not understand the unplanned consequences of that 

free choice.  The consequences were division and pain and sin and death.  It was thus 

necessary that God should bar them from the garden and from intimate relation with 

himself.  He being a just and holy God could not allow sin to continue. 

 

God however has an atonement plan.  This is a plan by which we have opportunity to 

be reunited with God.  This atonement plan is in the person, Jesus Christ, God’s Son 
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who came in the form of human flesh and was able thereby to identify with humanity 

in a way that we do not fully understand.  Jesus chose to come freely in human form as 

a person.  He is the perfect man and because he identifies with us totally, he atones for 

the sin of the earlier man, Adam.  He re-establishes the possibility of true and 

meaningful relationship with God as father and friend.  As Saint Paul puts it so 

concisely:  “For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive” (1 Corinthians 

15:22). 

 

Saint Paul further describes how Jesus becomes the personification of peace and 

atonement when he writes:  “For he himself is our peace . . . and has destroyed the 

barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, abolishing in his flesh the law with its 

commandments and regulations” (Ephesians 2:14-15). 

 

By his action on the cross, God through Christ atoned for our sin.  Jesus Christ, in some 

sense that we do not understand, absorbs and negates evil.  The power of evil 

disappears in the overwhelming goodness of God.  In a similar way, we too must 

absorb evil in our daily lives.  In principle as we forgive others and are made “at-one” 

with them, God’s grace takes away the power of evil over us.  In practice, this is an 

ongoing task in the world and in our lives as we move toward the final consummation 

of God’s plan for the world. 

 

The song: 

Christ has for sin atonement made 

What a wonderful Savior! 

We are redeemed, the price is paid 

What a wonderful Savior! 

 

What a wonderful Savior is Jesus, my Jesus! 

What a wonderful Savior is Jesus, my Lord! 

 

I praise Him for the cleansing blood 

What a wonderful Savior! 

That reconciled my soul to God 

What a wonderful Savior! 

 --Elisha A. Hoffman (1891) 

 

The question: 

How has God acted to solve the sin problem that separates me from him? 

 

The experience: 



Atonement means making a way through a barrier and actually removing the barrier.  

In Biblical terms that might mean providing a way through the curtain which separated 

unholy man from the holy place in the temple.  There is an old chorus which says: “I 

know the Lord will make a way for me,” and another which says, “My Lord knows the 

way through the wilderness.” 

 

All of these Biblical images have to do with helping us find a way through a barrier or 

helping us find the way when we are lost. 

 

One day as a child I was dropped off in the middle of Johannesburg to run an errand 

for my father.  There was no place for my father to park the car so this was the 

immediate solution.  I accomplished the errand and returned, or so I thought, to the 

place where I had been dropped off.  For a few frightening minutes, I was lost.  Every 

corner looked the same; every street was busy with cars going by and people rushing 

up and down the sidewalks.  Eventually I spotted the car or maybe my father spotted 

me and I was soon safe.  The sense of the critical need for one-ness and the wonderful 

sense when it is accomplished can be overwhelming. 

 

We are estranged from God and he is looking for us and reaching out to us in the hope 

that we will not keep on rushing on; rushing further and further from him.  God is 

hoping that we will stop—look in his direction—turn, and be reunited with him. 

 

This is the picture of the “prodigal” or lost son from Luke 15.  In a far off land when he 

has exhausted his “meager resources” he “comes to himself” and decides to return to 

his father who has more than enough resources.  The father sees him along way off and 

runs to meet him.  They are united and at-one.  The repentance of the son and the 

forgiveness of the father results in atonement—“at-one-ment.” 

 
 


