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The Scripture: 

Through love and faithfulness sin is atoned for; through the 

fear of the LORD a man avoids evil (Proverbs 16:6). 

 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil 

one (Matthew 6:13). 

 

Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil 

desires (Romans 6:12). 

 

The thought: 

No one needs to look far in the world before he encounters evil and its consequences.  

Paul gives us examples in Galatians 5:19-21:  “. . . sexual immorality, impurity and 

debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish 

ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like.”  All of 

these are personal and also social.  While such behaviors wreak havoc in people’s 

individual lives, they also have social implications which damage and destroy.  Within 

society, evil also becomes institutionalized and widespread. 

 

One may ask, “Where does evil come from?” or, perhaps, “Where did evil come from?”  

This question has been a major topic of consideration down through the ages for 

theology, philosophy, and psychology.  There are no easy answers. 

 

In the Biblical account, evil arises from the free choice of one original man and one 

original woman to turn toward self, rather than God.  They thereby succumb to the 

temptation of Satan (see Genesis 3).  This original sin resulted in the loss of close 

fellowship with God, expulsion from the garden, and introduction to a life of labor and 

sufferings. 

 

This picture, which includes the Evil One, Satan, does not answer the question of the 

ultimate origin of sin and evil.  In a partial answer, the Bible presents a picture of 

rebellion in heaven.  In some primordial time, Satan and his allies arose up against God 

in a move to gain power.  God banished Satan and his hosts from heaven yet they 

remain active in the evil work of tempting man and even trying to tempt the perfect 

man, Jesus, when He eventually comes to earth in human form.  Satan’s evil work is 
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described throughout the Bible.  Satan has been conquered by Jesus’ perfect sacrifice on 

the cross of Calvary, but Satan continues to be active and most dangerous until his final 

end described in the book of Revelation. 

 

The great questions of freewill, sin, evil, choice, and human responsibility are not easily 

untangled.  Yet, we do know that evil and sin have their origins in the possibility of 

freewill.  Without the possibility of evil there can be no freewill.  God has created 

humankind with the opportunity to accept or reject a relationship with him.  This is 

very similar to what we find in friendship or in marriage.  True deep and abiding love 

arises from freewill.  Coercion, control, and domination are not the elements of true 

love. 

 

Escape from evil and sin is found only in the work of Jesus on the cross.  His shed blood 

is adequate to the task.  People must simply repent, believe, and accept. 

 

The song: 

Would you be free from the burden of sin? 

There’s power in the blood, power in the blood; 

Would you o’er evil a victory win? 

There’s wonderful power in the blood. 

 

There is power, power, wonder working power 

In the blood of the Lamb; 

There is power, power, wonder working power 

In the precious blood of the Lamb. 

 

Would you be free from your passion and pride? 

There’s power in the blood, power in the blood; 

Come for a cleansing to Calvary’s tide; 

There’s wonderful power in the blood. 

 --Lewis E. Jones (1899) 

 

The question: 

How has evil been evidenced in my life?  How has evil been removed from my life? 

 

The experience: 

Once, as a young boy, I went with my father to visit a parishioner.  The lady of the 

house opened the door and greeted us.  My father inquired of her health and she 

replied that she “was trying to keep the wolf from the door.”  Being familiar with The 



Three Little Pigs and similar tales, I was very impressed.  I began looking around with 

some alarm to see if the wolf was indeed at the door.   

 

Now I know that this dear lady was speaking of her household’s financial stresses and 

not of the evil of a ravenous creature.  The fear, however, can nevertheless be the same.  

“The wolf” represents the personification of evil that lurks in every dark place.   

 

Jesus has vanquished “the wolf” and the fear that the wolf carries for us.  As the son of 

our Father, he holds our hands and keeps us safe even when the wolf is at the door. 
 


