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The Scripture: 

But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my 

power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will 

boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that 

Christ's power may rest on me (2 Corinthians 12:9). 

 

There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to one hope 

when you were called—one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and 

Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.  But to each one of 

us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it (Ephesians 4:4-7). 

 

The thought: 

Grace is God’s gift of His mercy and love to us.  Grace is God reaching out to us as very 

broken and needy people.  Grace tells us that the initiative begins with God when we 

are not able to help ourselves.  John puts it this way: “We love because he first loved us” 

(1 John 4:19). 

 

God’s grace is powerful and persistent.  He reaches out to us with a graceful plan to 

save us from sin and selfishness; to save us from ourselves.  Even when we reject his 

overtures, he continues to move in our direction.  Sometimes we speak of “prevenient 

grace.”  This is the grace than “comes before.”  I like to think of this as a multiplying 

grace.  Just a very little exercise of our free will results in a big move by God.  It is like 

the child learning to walk and the over-encouraging parent who multiplies the little 

step of the child into a great action as the parent sweeps up the child in her arms. 

 

Sometimes we speak of the means of grace.  Here we are talking about the things we 

can do and the situations in which we can “posture” ourselves and thereby become 

ready to be recipients of God’s grace.  We include here such experiences as prayer, 

worship, Bible reading and study, fellowship with believers, baptism, and participation 

in Holy Communion. 

 

Jesus went to the cross in the ultimate exercise of grace and thereby enabled that grace 

to come to those of us who are willing to receive it and the salvation which it brings. 

 

The song: 
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Marvelous grace of our loving Lord, 

Grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt! 

Yonder on Calvary’s mount outpoured, 

There where the blood of the Lamb was spilled. 

 

Grace, grace, God’s grace, 

Grace that will pardon and cleanse within; 

Grace, grace, God’s grace, 

Grace that is greater than all our sin. 

 

Sin and despair, like the sea waves cold, 

Threaten the soul with infinite loss; 

Grace that is greater, yes, grace untold, 

Points to the refuge, the mighty cross. 

 --Julia H. Johnston (1911) 

 

The question: 

When have I been most aware of God’s grace in my life? 

 

The experience: 

As an Associate Academic Dean, I sometimes received challenging letters.  A few years 

ago a rather elderly college alumnus wrote to me in anguish of conscience.  He asked 

me to take back his degree.  He confessed that he had cheated on a chemistry test in the 

1930’s.  It seemed that he was rightly “trying to get his house in order.” 

 

It was my privilege to be a channel of God’s grace and thus I wrote him a letter of 

absolution along the following lines: 

 

You are to be commended for your courage and spiritual determination in 

writing to me about your dishonesty in a chemistry test so many years 

ago.  Events that took place in the 1930’s and 1940’s are quite a while ago 

but the Devil does use these things to cause us pain.  John writes in I John 

2:1-2:   

My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin.  But if anybody does 

sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense—Jesus Christ, the 

Righteous One.  He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but 

also for the sins of the whole world.  

 



I trust that you have asked God for His forgiveness and that you do sense 

that He is able to forgive and to forget.  Often times we have more 

difficulty forgetting than we should. 

 

At this point, I see no need to make any changes in the records here.  I 

believe that as you are honest before God, He will and does forgive you.  I 

too add my own forgiveness of your action so long ago.  As the 

representative of Asbury College, I extend to you God's forgiveness and 

redeeming love.  May you feel His watch care and loving presence in your 

life today. 

 

I trust that this alumnus found redeeming grace through my letter. 


