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The Scripture: 

Worship the LORD in the splendor of his holiness; 

tremble before him, all the earth (Psalm 96:9). 

 

And a highway will be there; it will be called the 

Way of Holiness. The unclean will not journey on it; it will be for those 

who walk in that Way; wicked fools will not go about on it (Isaiah 35:8). 

 

Since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from 

everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of 

reverence for God (2 Corinthians 7:1). 

 

Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; without 

holiness no one will see the Lord (Hebrews 12:14). 

 

The thought: 

Holiness is a primary dimension of the very nature of God.  God is holy.  Holiness is 

what -- or perhaps said better -- who God is.  The holiness of God is very closely related 

to his righteousness by which we mean his ultimate goodness and purity.  He is totally 

right and good. 

 

Holiness carries with it the aspects of separation and of purity.  To be holy means to be 

separated from anything wrong or evil.  To be holy means to be pure from corruption of 

any kind.  God’s holiness separates man from God.  Man cannot approach a pure and 

holy God without being destroyed.  As we read in Exodus about Moses and the 

Israelites as they approached Mount Sinai, God’s holiness is a burning fire capable of 

annihilating any evil in its path.  It is only God’s loving restraint that keeps us from 

being so consumed. 

 

Much of the detailed description in the Old Testament of the tabernacle and the temple 

sought to present God in the purity and separateness of His holiness.  To touch certain 

artifacts meant instant death.  Another picture was the holy fire of God that came down 

upon Mount Carmel and burned up the sacrifice and the altar.  In addition, Elijah, the 

prophet, rose up in holy anger and destroyed several hundred evil prophets of Baal (see 

I Samuel 18). 
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As we move into the New Testament, the emphasis moves from eternal separateness 

and purity to inner separateness and purity.  The external signs of circumcision, sacred 

objects, ceremonies, and a holy highway are replaced by baptism, sanctification, and the 

fruit of the Spirit. 

 

In the Old Testament, the Holy Spirit, who is a special instrument of God’s holiness, 

fulfils the function of carrying out God’s purposes in creation and in equipping people 

for special tasks such as building the tabernacle.  In the New Testament, the Holy Spirit 

is seen more as the Spirit of Jesus.  He remains on earth when Jesus leaves his bodily 

form and returns to the Father.  The Holy Spirit comes in a new way in order to 

maintain the power and the purity of the New Testament church.   

 

Sometimes holiness is almost synonymous with sanctification.  To be made holy is to be 

sanctified.  In a sense holiness is the goal and sanctification is the way to holiness.  Yet it 

is not quite that simple.  Much ink has been spilt in efforts to explain these truths. 

 

Sanctification is a constructive emphasis of salvation.  The purpose of salvation is not 

simply to escape hell and destruction but to be born anew into a holy life and to live in 

that manner to the glory of God.  Clearly salvation happens in a moment of God-

orchestrated transformation in response to repentance and acceptance of the gift of 

Jesus Christ by faith.  However, that is really salvation is the narrow sense.  Salvation is 

crisis and process.  In its broader sense salvation includes sanctification. 

 

The main question which arises is whether or not sanctification can be achieved in a 

moment or whether it is a process over time.  The same truth holds for sanctification as 

it does for salvation.  The terms are used in more than one way.  Both have broad 

dimensions and narrow specific uses.  As well as the instantaneous aspects, both 

salvation and sanctification can refer to the long and broad process of moving from total 

enmity toward God to total commitment and final glorification with him in heaven. 

 

We are called to be holy.  Holiness comes to us only though our relation to God.  Thus 

holiness has major momentary events and crises and also much needed long-term 

growth.  This makes sense since this is the pattern of human relationships.  A good 

analogy is marriage.  People are married in a moment but they are also married over 

time as they learn to relate to one another over the years. 

 

The song: 

“Called unto holiness,” church of our God, 

Purchase of Jesus, redeemed by His blood; 



Called from the world and its idols to flee, 

Called from the bondage of sin to be free. 

 

“Holiness unto the Lord” is our watchword and song. 

“Holiness unto the Lord” as we’re marching along. 

Sing it, shout it, loud and long, 

“Holiness unto the Lord,” now and forever. 

 

“Called unto holiness,” praise His dear Name! 

This blessèd secret to faith now made plain: 

Not our own righteousness, but Christ within, 

Living, and reigning, and saving from sin. 

 --Leila N. Morris (1900) 

 

The question: 

How is the purity and power of the Holy Spirit demonstrated in my life? 

 

The experience: 

I have always viewed “Called unto Holiness” as a marching song.  There are two reasons 

for this perception.  One is the marching style of the tune and the other is the fact that 

this song was used as a processional for candidates at the annual ordination services I 

attended when I was growing up in the church. 

 

It is a hymn of authority and proclaims a standard which invigorates the singer and 

listener to go out and claim the world for holiness.  Who can disagree with the theology 

of:  “This blessèd secret to faith now made plain: Not our own righteousness, but Christ 

within”?  Any holiness we can claim is only the result of our relationship to Jesus and 

his sanctifying work within us. 

 

I grew up thinking that “holiness” was a little odd or peculiar and was a unique 

doctrine.  Over the years, I have come to know that holiness is a central and normal 

doctrine of mainline Christianity.  I have also been able to sing this song with 

enthusiasm with new denominational friends.  “Holiness” does not belong to a 

particular church, or denomination.  It is the banner of God’s truth emblazoned on 

sacred things and also on the ordinary as we read in Zechariah 14:20. 

 

We must however remember that holiness is both imputed and imparted.  When we are 

saved by the work of God’s Holy Spirit, we have a change in status.  Righteousness is 

imputed to us.  We stand in a different relationship to God because of Christ’s work on 

the cross.  But we also have righteousness imparted to us so that we are not only 



viewed differently but we are also in fact different.  Imparted righteousness has its 

beginning in our conversion when we are born again into life in Christ.  It reaches a 

point of crisis when we are ready and willing to be totally committed to the 

transforming power of God’s Spirit.  At that point, God does a major work in our lives; 

we are sanctified entirely and perfected in the love of Jesus.  This does not mean that we 

are perfect but it means that we are capable of loving perfectly as Christ’s Spirit works 

in and through us.  This is God’s call to be made perfect in love as expressed in 

Hebrews 10:14 “ . . .  because by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are 

being made holy.” 


