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The Scripture: 

The true light that gives light to every man was coming into 

the world (John 1:9). 

 

When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the 

light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but 

will have the light of life" (John 8:12). 

 

I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me 

should stay in darkness (John 12:46). 

 

The thought: 

People who have spent time without electricity understand the challenge of darkness.  

In Bible times, light was appreciated much more than it is today.  With instant access to 

electricity, most people today have lost the fear of darkness and have little appreciation 

for the debilitating effects of living in darkness. 

 

In contrast to darkness, Jesus as the light of the world is a wonderful picture.  Jesus is 

the way out of the darkness of sin which mars every aspect of our lives.  Jesus wants to 

shine his light into every nook and cranny of our existence.  He wants to release us from 

the limitations of night and bring us into glorious day. 

 

With light we can see; with darkness we are blind.  Light is the ultimate symbol of truth 

because truth allows us to see reality “more truly.”  The psalmist reminds us of this role 

of truth—“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path” (Psalm 119:105). 

 

God’s light is a guide on the right road to truth and a protection from stumbling into 

the ditch.  It is the light that leads to salvation. 

 

The song: 

The whole world was lost 

In the darkness of sin, 

The Light of the world is Jesus! 

Like sunshine at noonday, 

His glory shone in. 

The Light of the world is Jesus! 
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Come to the light, ’tis shining for thee; 

Sweetly the light has dawned upon me. 

Once I was blind, but now I can see: 

The Light of the world is Jesus! 

 

No darkness have we 

Who in Jesus abide; 

 

The Light of the world is Jesus! 

We walk in the light 

When we follow our Guide! 

The Light of the world is Jesus! 

 --Philip P. Bliss (1875) 

 

The question: 

When have I experienced God’s word to be truly a light to my path, showing me 

practical truth for my daily living?  What role does light play in my daily life? 

 

The experience: 

In 1957, I can remember standing outside a house in South Africa and gazing up to 

watch Sputnik track its way across the sky.  There was no electricity where we lived so 

“sky events” were more easily seen.  We had seen “shooting stars” zoom across the sky 

but Sputnik was different.  With each orbit of Sputnik, the more systematic and 

repetitious pattern was impressed on our minds. 

 

Recently I visited a light house where the “keeper” told me that a very small light could 

be seen for twenty miles because the polished lenses served to concentrate the light 

beam far out into the darkness. 

 

Jesus is our light and as we concentrate on him we can avoid the stumbling in the dark 

places of our lives.  In turn, we have a responsibility to spread our light to others in the 

dark.  As the old gospel song has it: “Brighten the corner where you are.” 
 


