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The Scripture: 

Since we have now been justified 

by his blood, how much more shall 

we be saved from God's wrath 

through him!  For if, when we were 

God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, 

how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his 

life (Romans 5:10)! 

 

For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one 

man, how much more will those who receive God's abundant provision of 

grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, 

Jesus Christ (Romans 5:17). 

 

The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those 

who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly 

clean.  How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the 

eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences 

from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God 

(Hebrews 9:13-14)! 

 

The thought: 

The epistles to the Romans and to the Hebrews affirm that the work of Jesus on the 

cross is not only adequate to the task of removing us from sin and sin from us but that it 

is more than adequate.  Look at the “more thans” in the verses above.  First, we are 

justified but also saved from wrath.  Second, we are reconciled to God but also saved by 

Jesus’ life.  Third, death comes through one man, Adam, but abundant grace and 

righteousness comes through the action of one man, Jesus.  And finally, the blood of 

goats and bulls provides ceremonial cleansing but the blood of Jesus cleanses our 

consciences and gives us lives of service. 

 

These are in fact superlatives which complete the picture of the adequacy of God’s great 

grace and its broad provisions.  As Haldor Lillenas writes:  “Wonderful grace of Jesus 

reaching to all the lost.”  At every point where sin does damage, God, through Jesus, 
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provides a more than adequate solution.  This solution is open to all who accept God’s 

wonderful provision in true faith and repentance. 

 

All human attempts to find a solution to the problems of sin and brokenness are 

inadequate.  It has been said that “religion” is man’s attempt to find God and that 

“revelation” is God’s act of demonstrating himself to mankind.  All human systems of 

religion, politics, and even the social sciences may improve the human condition in 

some ways but can never provide the ultimate and lasting “cure” for sin and its 

consequences.  Some of these areas of knowledge and study redefine the human 

condition so that sin is not mentioned.  In these scenarios, sin becomes 

misunderstanding or ignorance or perhaps even social deprivation or even emotional 

maladjustment.  And while all of these are related to sin, they are not the adequate 

description of what is wrong and what needs to be fixed. 

 

Jesus Christ defines the human sin problem as separation from God.  He then in his 

ultimate sacrifice provides the adequate and the “much more than” solution. 

 

As the hymn writer encourages us, there is nothing else that is adequate to the task of 

washing away our sin. 

 

The song: 

What can wash away my sin? 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus; 

What can make me whole again? 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

 

Oh! precious is the flow 

That makes me white as snow; 

No other fount I know, 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

 

Nothing can for sin atone, 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus; 

Naught of good that I have done, 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

 

This is all my hope and peace, 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus; 

This is all my righteousness, 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 
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 --Robert Lowry (1876) 

 

The question: 

Why is my salvation experience adequate?  In what ways, is God’s saving grace more 

than adequate? 

 

The experience: 

I am reminded of the widow mentioned in II Kings 4 who was without financial options 

and anticipated that her two sons would be taken away by a creditor and sold as slaves.  

Elisha solved this problem by having her borrow as many containers as she could.  

Behind closed doors she poured the meager amount of oil from her jar into these 

containers.  Miraculously, the oil continued to pour until every container was full.  She 

was able to sell the oil and thus save herself and her sons. 

 

This is the picture of the God who is adequate to the task.  In fact, his adequacy is only 

limited by the number of containers that the woman secured.  As far as her faith in 

gathering the containers extended, so far God multiplied the oil.   

 

As Hannah Whitall Smith says, “God is enough!”  Yes, God’s salvation plan is enough 

to meet the need and more.  God’s grace through Jesus’ blood can cleanse every stain 

and “fill our lives to overflowing.” 
 


