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The Scripture: 

Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.  

See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do 

you not perceive it? I am making a way in the desert 

and streams in the wasteland (Isaiah 43:18-19). 

 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the 

new has come! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through 

Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling 

the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And 

he has committed to us the message of reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:17-

19). 

 

The thought: 

Everything about Jesus speaks of newness—new things, new ways, and a new creation.  

In Christ there is the chance to start over and begin anew.  The old troubles and 

brokenness can be surrendered at the cross and the newness of God’s Spirit can take 

over the leadership of our lives. 

 

Through the new work of Christ on the cross, there comes a removal of “old things” 

that separate us from God and others and the establishment of new things that join 

people together.  Paul describes this work of Christ as doing away with the barrier and 

dividing wall.  Paul even goes so far as to say that Christ’s purpose “was to create in 

himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace” (Ephesians 2:15).  This “new 

man” is the means by which “those who are far away” can be brought near in newness 

of life. 

 

Isaiah asks us to “forget the past” and see the “new thing” that God wants to do in our 

lives.  To those who are tired and weary of sin or even tired of well-doing, comes the 

call to look for the new thing.  This is the call to the new page, the new garment, and the 

new life unstained by what has come before. 

 

There is however a caution which must be noted here.  As much as God wants to make 

our lives over anew there is still the limitation of our previous actions.  While we can 

find forgiveness and a new start in Jesus, there may still be the consequences of the 

things we have done.  I have often told students and their parents that there are some 
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mistakes that can be fixed and others that cannot.  Often the distinction is between 

short-term and long-term consequences.  Some things like a poor grade in a class may 

be patched with hard work but others like divorce may never be totally “fixed.” 

 

Let us therefore respond to the call to be open to God’s renewing work in every aspect 

of our lives. 

 

The song: 

I was once a sinner, but I came 

Pardon to receive from my Lord: 

This was freely given, and I found 

That He always kept His word. 

 

There’s a new name written down in glory, 

And it’s mine, O yes, it’s mine! 

And the white robed angels sing the story, 

“A sinner has come home.” 

For there’s a new name written down in glory, 

And it’s mine, O yes, it’s mine! 

With my sins forgiven I am bound for Heaven, 

Never more to roam. 

 --C. Austin Miles (1910) 

 

The question: 

How is the Christian faith expressed as “new” in my life?   What difference does this 

make in my life today? 

 

The experience: 

It seems that I have been in school almost all my life either as a student, a teacher, or an 

administrator.  In this context, the cyclic nature of academic life becomes quite 

ingrained. 

 

I can remember the days in school and college at the start of a new year or a new 

semester.  There was always the thrill of the new notebook.  When I immigrated to 

Canada at the start of the ninth grade, I was introduced to three-ring notebooks and 

colorful dividers.  At the top of the new page I would dutifully and neatly write the 

date and I was off on my way to outstanding note-taking.  As the term progressed, my 

writing and the careful note-taking often got sloppy or careless.  But then with the start 

of a new term or a new class I embarked on my neat work again. 
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There is nothing quite like a new sheet of paper with its vistas of potential.  If a new 

page has a thrill, then a new notebook has an even greater one.  But there is also the 

thrill of looking back and seeing the triumph of consistency over time.  If I have been 

consistent I am encouraged.  I can see the way effort has paid off.  If I have been 

inconsistent and careless, I can commit to do better in the future.  Spiritually, I can avail 

myself of the means of grace and move back into God’s newness. 

 

I remember when my daughter Sarah was four years old, and we were riding in the car 

to school one day in England.  She suddenly announced:  “You know Daddy, it doesn’t 

matter if you do something wrong . . .”  I waited with bated breath to hear what great 

theological idea would be forthcoming.  She continued: “ . . . you just take your paper 

up to Mrs. Bonnick and she rubs it out (British for erases) and you can start over again.” 

 

Jesus is certainly the way to a new start and to a new page.  In fact, he offers us a brand 

new notebook. 
 


