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aallvvaattiioonn  
 

The Scripture: 

The LORD is my strength and my song; he has become my 

salvation. He is my God, and I will praise him, my father's God, 

and I will exalt him (Exodus 15:2). 

 

The LORD is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear? The LORD is 

the stronghold of my life—of whom shall I be afraid (Psalm 27:1)? 

 

For if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through 

the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be 

saved through his life (Romans 5:10)! 

 

The thought: 

It has been said that salvation is like a scarlet thread that winds it way down 

through all of Scripture.  It is clear early in the Bible that mankind is broken and 

lost and needs to be saved.  Mankind needs a savior.  Soon after the fall we are 

told that there will come an individual who will “crush the serpent” who has 

stolen our innocence and broken our relationship with God (Genesis 3:15). 

 

The Biblical narrative is the story of how this salvation will come in the person of Jesus 

whose very name means “the one who saves.”  The people of Israel were called to be 

the saving people who would be a light to the nations and through whom the one who 

will save the world would come.  Jesus comes as the fulfillment of this calling. 

 

The word salvation or “being saved” is clearly a term about the healing of sickness and 

brokenness and the need for a healer.  Yet the term has come to be spiritualized and 

codified in a sense that sometimes loses it roots.  People need to be saved from enmity 

and estrangement and brought back into right relationship with God.  People need to be 

cleansed of their evil dispositions and acts and brought back into the light of the truth.  

This is to be a healing of the mind and heart and body.  This “saving” may not always 

be “medical” but it needs to be an action that makes a person whole.  We are not sure 

about how all the aspects of humanness fit together, but we do gather from Scripture 

that God wants to heal the whole person.  There is coming a day when all diseases will 

be remedied and all those that are in Christ will be finally redeemed from this broken 

world. 
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Jesus comes as the Son of Man, identifying with everything about humanity.  He comes 

to seek and to save those who are lost.  But man does not always know that he is lost—

or at least he refuses to acknowledge his lostness!.  He knows that he is out of sorts with 

the world, with others, and with himself.  He knows that he is broken but he is filled 

with pride and selfishness which keep him from recognizing his own “lostness.”  This 

leads him to reject the remedy and the redeemer that Jesus would be.  Man believes that 

he can solve his own problems.  His rebellion precludes the action of Jesus in his life—

the very answer that he is seeking. 

 

Jesus serves as the perfect model of human nature.  He is the incarnation of God in 

human form.  He is the suffering savior who gives up glory to come to earth to save an 

unwilling people and bring them into the kingdom of God and renew them in order for 

them to become, in turn, the light to the world. 

 

The song: 

We have heard the joyful sound: Jesus saves! Jesus saves! 

Spread the tidings all around: Jesus saves! Jesus saves! 

Bear the news to every land, climb the mountains, cross the waves; 

Onward! ’tis our Lord’s command; Jesus saves! Jesus saves! 

 

Give the winds a mighty voice: Jesus saves! Jesus saves! 

Let the nations now rejoice: Jesus saves! Jesus saves! 

Shout salvation full and free; highest hills and deepest caves; 

This our song of victory: Jesus saves! Jesus saves! 

 --Priscilla J. Owens (1882) 

 

The question: 

From what have I been saved?  How have I help save others from sin and themselves?  

Am I God’s light in my world? 

 

The experience: 

Sometime in 1955, our local church showed the film, Mr. Texas.  This was one of the first 

Billy Graham movies and it presented the gospel story with clarity.  I remember the 

story—an unrepentant cowboy falls from his horse, ends up in hospital, and while there 

gets to hear the preaching of Billy Graham on the radio.  He repents, changes direction, 

commits his life to the Lord, and is saved from his sins. 

 

As a young boy this was good news for me.  I, along with several boys, made our way 

into the side room at the front of the church.  There, Mr. Curtayne, the Sunday school 

superintendent, led us in the way of salvation.  While this may not have been the first 
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commitment or salvation experience for me, it is the first that I remember and it has 

been a definite milestone in my spiritual life. 

 

That same year, I fell off a truck, almost died from a skull fracture, and ended up in the 

hospital for several days.  Many kind people were a part of my recovery.  One very 

special one was Dr. William Esselstyn, a missionary, who came and stood at the foot of 

my bed and prayed for me throughout that critical time.  My accident paralleled that of 

the cowboy and is thus etched in my mind.  Actually, I am not sure whether the movie 

happened before my accident or after, but the two events are certainly closely tied 

together in my memory. 

 

In the film story, the cowboy’s name is Jim Tyler.  The part is played by actor and 

singer, Redd Harper.  Harper sings one of his own special songs as a testimony to his 

new-found salvation: 

 

I’m following Jesus one step at a time, 

I live for the moment in His love divine; 

Why think of tomorrow; just live for today! 

I’m following Jesus each step of the way. 

 

The pathway is narrow, but He leads me on, 

I walk in His shadow, my fears are all gone; 

My spirit grows stronger each moment, each day, 

For Jesus is leading each step of the way. 

 --Redd Harper (1951, 1979) 

 
Taken from Praise! Our Songs and Hymns compiled by John W. Peterson. Copyright © 1984 by Zondervan. 
Used by permission of Zondervan. www.zondervan.com 

 
 


