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uussttiiffiiccaattiioonn  
 

The Scripture: 

Consequently, just as the result of one trespass was condemnation for all 

men, so also the result of one act of righteousness was justification that 

brings life for all men (Romans 5:18). 

 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from 

yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast 

(Ephesians 2:8-9).  

 

The thought: 

It is very clear from life and from Scripture that mankind is estranged and alienated 

from God.  This separation and spiritual brokenness was initiated by the sin of our 

forebears, Adam and Eve.  Yet, sin is also the continuing result of our own willful 

selfishness.  Each human person has the opportunity to choose whether he will accept 

God’s overture in Christ or whether he will reject that relationship. 

 

Justification is a legal term.  God as both prosecutor and judge has a case against man 

(see Micah 6:2).  The way out of this dilemma is through justification which is provided 

by the action of Jesus Christ on the cross.  Justification means being restored to a right 

relationship to God.  Salvation, in the broader sense, includes justification.  It is a gift 

but it needs to be received and accepted. 

 

We often hear of a person trying to justify himself—trying to establish his own 

innocence.  That may be possible in the sense of providing an explanation for one’s 

actions or one’s words but it is not sufficient in the spiritual sense.  We cannot provide 

justification for our own sinfulness. 

 

“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us 

from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). 

 

As the centuries after Christ’s time on earth have progressed, the idea that we could 

save ourselves by personal effort has continued.  This is not a new idea, as one can note 

from a study of the Old Testament.  In the 1500’s, Martin Luther rediscovered in 

Scripture the truth of justification by faith rather than by works.  Building on such 

statements as “ . . . but the righteous will live by his faith” (Habakkuk 2:4), and, “For in 

the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from 
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first to last, just as it is written: The righteous will live by faith” (Romans 1:17), Luther 

re-proclaimed the truth that salvation is a gift.  Subsequently this was re-asserted by 

John Wesley and Charles Wesley.  The following hymn by Charles Wesley proclaims 

this truth clearly. 

 

The song: 

And can it be that I should gain 

An interest in the Savior’s blood? 

Died He for me, who caused His pain— 

For me, who Him to death pursued? 

Amazing love! How can it be, 

That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 

Amazing love! How can it be, 

That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 

 

He left His Father’s throne above 

So free, so infinite His grace— 

Emptied Himself of all but love, 

And bled for Adam’s helpless race: 

’Tis mercy all, immense and free, 

For O my God, it found out me! 

’Tis mercy all, immense and free, 

For O my God, it found out me! 

 

Long my imprisoned spirit lay, 

Fast bound in sin and nature’s night; 

Thine eye diffused a quickening ray— 

I woke, the dungeon flamed with light; 

My chains fell off, my heart was free, 

I rose, went forth, and followed Thee. 

My chains fell off, my heart was free, 

I rose, went forth, and followed Thee. 

 

No condemnation now I dread; 

Jesus, and all in Him, is mine; 

Alive in Him, my living Head, 

And clothed in righteousness divine, 

Bold I approach th’eternal throne, 

And claim the crown, through Christ my own. 

Bold I approach th’eternal throne, 
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And claim the crown, through Christ my own. 

 --Charles Wesley (1738) 

 

The question: 

When did I accept God’s justifying grace?  What changes did this decision bring into 

my life? 

 

The experience: 

Someone has suggested that justification means “just as if I never sinned.”  I am not 

sure if this is an adequate definition but it is an interesting one. 

 

One thing we do know about true justification through Jesus is that it is certainly the 

opposite of self-justification.  When I was a mathematics teacher and I corrected a 

student for disrupting the class I would almost always get the reply: “But I was only . . 

.”  I often thought what a surprise it would be if once in a while a student would reply 

when corrected: “Yes, Sir, I was certainly out of order and I will commit to correct that 

improper behavior.” 

 

Luther suggested that the problem of sin can be seen in the warp of the person.  The 

person is turned in upon self and thus cannot see anything else to do but to justify his 

own behavior.  It takes a God-transformation for an individual to be able to be honest 

about his inadequacies and his shortcoming; about his pride and his sin.  Only Jesus’ 

saving action on the cross can suffice to make this change.  Only when Jesus’ free gift of 

salvation is accepted in humility and there is true repentance from sin can justification 

by faith be effective. 

 

A person must reach a point of acknowledging the fact the only God in Christ has the 

answer to his sin problem.  He must accept the fact that Jesus is the answer! 

 

God calls us to come to him in a spirit of “mea culpa”—it is my fault, I am to blame, and I 

am sorry.  At this point justification becomes a possibility.  Curiously it is in giving up 

self-justification that God’s true justification can be realized in our lives. 

 


