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bbeeddiieennccee  
 

The Scripture: 

For just as through the disobedience of the one man the 

many were made sinners, so also through the obedience 

of the one man the many will be made righteous 

(Romans 5:19). 

 

And this is love: that we walk in obedience to his commands. As you have 

heard from the beginning, his command is that you walk in love (2 John 

1:6). 

 

The thought: 

One aspect of the great example Jesus provides is his obedience.  His was a faithful 

obedience.  His was a committed obedience.  As Scripture tells us, he was obedient to 

the point of the cross.  Having given up equality with God, he made himself of no 

reputation so that he could be the means of salvation for all who would accept the truth 

of salvation. 

 

There is a “big” obedience and there are “little” obediences.  The big obedience is found 

in the overall commitment to follow Jesus.  It is found in the big choice—“I have decided 

this day whom I will serve.”  It is like the “I do” of a marriage.  There is a change in status.  

I am now living in a new relationship. 

 

For example, Joshua proclaims a “big obedience” when he says:  “But as for me and my 

household, we will serve the LORD” (Joshua 24:15).  The people of Israel also made this 

commitment but they did not fulfill their promise.  The working out of their promised 

obedience became a very large challenge which, as we can see throughout the book of 

Judges, they were unable to meet. 

 

In addition, however, there is the need for the little obediences.  These may come on a 

daily or even hourly basis as we move through life.  We can always refer back to the big 

obediences as points of encouragement and focus but we must live within the context of 

the little obediences.  These obediences are really choices.  The big obedience serves as 

an overarching choice which guides all other smaller choices.  A firm, big choice should 

make the littler choices easier, but this is not always so. 
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The awkward part is that we are not always able to distinguish the big and the little 

choices.  Some of this has to do with our not seeing the whole picture.  Sometimes “a 

little obedience” seems so overwhelming in a particular moment of time that we do not 

understand its relative “littleness.”  And yet at other times, a very big choice may be 

made quite on the spur of the moment—sometimes without adequate reflection. 

 

Choices and obediences are tied up with what it means to be moral.  Having chosen a 

particular goal or standard, I must continually align my life with that choice.  There 

must be an ongoing process of distinguishing and prioritizing the importance of specific 

obediences.  Some will fade away into insignificance; others will rise to become life-

changing milestones. 

 

Through it all, we must trust in the guidance of Jesus and his Word and obey the truth 

that comes to us.  Obedience is actually the proof of our love for God. 

 

The song: 

When we walk with the Lord in the light of His Word, 

What a glory He sheds on our way! 

While we do His good will, He abides with us still, 

And with all who will trust and obey. 

 

Trust and obey, for there’s no other way 

To be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey. 

 

Not a burden we bear, not a sorrow we share, 

But our toil He doth richly repay; 

Not a grief or a loss, not a frown or a cross, 

But is blessed if we trust and obey. 

 --John H. Sammis (1887) 

 

The question: 

What decisions have I found in life to be the “big obediences”?  What are some of the 

“little obediences” I exercise each day? 

 

The experience: 

Saint Paul says that “I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of 

me“ (Philippians 3:12).  This means that in the same way that we reach out to God, he is 

already reaching out to us.  As we reach to grip God’s hand, we find that he is already 

gripping us.  The grip works both ways.  We may think we are doing a “big thing” to 
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respond to God’s call but only then do we discover how much of the “work” is already 

done by his great grace and love.  As John says: “We love because he first loved us” (1 

John 4:19). 

 

At a camp on the seashore near Durban, South Africa, on the Indian Ocean with the 

sound of the waves in our ears, Philip and I knelt in the sand with our camp counselor 

and dedicated our lives to God and his work. 

 

So to speak, I drew a line in the sand and declared that I would be available for God’s 

work.  This was for me a big obedience.  I wanted to understand God’s grip on my life.  

Since he was already reaching out to me I wanted to acknowledge his grip on my life.  I 

wanted his transformation through his Spirit. 

 

Life is not easy and the waves of life wash over the places where we kneel, so we need 

to drive down stakes to remember those places.  That place in the sand on the Indian 

Ocean was reinforced for me and reaffirmed by me after several years by the experience 

of baptism in a river in Ontario.   As I came to understand the nature of my 

commitment to God, I wanted the experience of baptism to be another very significant 

stake by which to focus my future direction. 

 

We must continue to live out “obediences” both big and small.  Thereby we reflect our 

confidence in God and our commitment to his ultimate purposes for our lives. 

 

 


