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The Scripture: 

Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your 

sting?  The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is 

the law.  But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory 

through our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 15:55-57). 

 

The thought: 

The Christian life has almost always been described using war and fighting metaphors.  

For example, swords first appear in the Bible in Genesis 3 and have their final reference 

in Revelation 19.  Yes, for the Christian, life is a battle between good and evil.  It is 

pictured as a battle of swords and chariots, armies, and political intrigue but in fact it is 

a supernatural invisible battle.  Paul writes that “our struggle is not against flesh and 

blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark 

world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms” (Ephesians 6:12). 

 

While this is a battle between good and evil, it is not the battle of Zoroastrian equals 

with no clear winner.  This is a battle between God and Satan but the final outcome has 

already been decided by Christ’s work on the cross.  God is the clear champion!  Satan 

has been vanquished but he is still flailing at God in his death throes.  The book of 

Revelation provides significant description of his demise. 

 

Sin and death are our final enemies and we are subject to their consequences.  Yet God 

has destroyed the real power of death and sin and evil.  Through Christ, God has 

provided the victory over the sting of death.  The immediate pain of death is overcome 

by the hope and reality of the resurrection—that of Christ and ultimately our own. 

 

The concept of “victorious living” is a hallmark of the Christian way.  Yes, there is an 

ongoing final battle but God through his great grace gives daily victory to those who 

believe in him.  There is an ultimate victory over sin and death accomplished on the 

cross.  Yet there is also a daily attitude and a daily commitment to participate in Christ’s 

suffering and final victory as it is worked out in our lives and in the world.  Through 

Christ’s work on the cross we receive God’s mercy and grace and thereby are enabled to 

live in triumph over sin and disobedience. 

 

The song: 

Encamped along the hills of light, 
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Ye Christian soldiers, rise. 

And press the battle ere the night 

Shall veil the glowing skies. 

Against the foe in vales below 

Let all our strength be hurled. 

Faith is the victory, we know, 

That overcomes the world. 

 

Faith is the victory! Faith is the victory! 

O glorious victory, that overcomes the world. 

 

His banner over us is love, 

Our sword the Word of God. 

We tread the road the saints above 

With shouts of triumph trod. 

By faith, they like a whirlwind’s breath, 

Swept on o’er every field. 

The faith by which they conquered death 

Is still our shining shield. 

 --John H. Yates (1891) 

 

The question: 

How do I live a victorious life?  What are my weapons?  What are my shields? 

 

The experience: 

One of the great British naval heroes was Lord Horatio Nelson.  His vessel was named 

Victory.  In one of the great battles when things were not going well, Nelson is recorded 

as having viewed the enemy with his telescope held up to his blind eye.  He thus 

ignored the reality and the size and presence of his opposition.  Although he later died 

in that same battle, his ship and his men went on to win the war.  It is from this event 

that the expression “to turn a blind eye” is derived. 

 

Winston Churchill is famous for his “V” for victory sign.  By sheer force of personality 

and military acumen, he was able to rally the British people during World War II.  

Churchill did not promise them much other than “blood, sweat, and tears.”  But he led 

his people on to victory, step by challenging step. 

 

Personal and military victories are transient.  Sometimes the word “victory” itself seems 

to imply that the battle is still underway and that success is not yet for sure—that 

success seems to be questionable. 
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Can it be that Christ can conquer—be victorious over—the twin evils of death and sin?  

To this Saint Paul would issue a resounding “YES!”  This is the purpose for which God 

came in Christ.  He came to provide a victorious way of escape (see Hebrews 2:3).  His 

victories are sure and eternal. 

 

The magnificent challenge of David to Goliath and the Philistines on the battlefield 

includes the following statement: 

All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the 

LORD saves; for the battle is the Lord's, and he will give all of you into 

our hands (1 Samuel 17:47). 

Even as God gave David victory over Goliath in that battle, God can give us victory 

over whatever is our present challenge.  Our responsibility is to give the battle to the 

Lord.  As David did, we need to win the victory in heart, mind, and spirit before we 

reach the battlefield and take up the spear and sword. 

 
 


