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The Scripture: 

If we claim to have fellowship with him yet 

walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by 

the truth.  But if we walk in the light, as he is in 

the light, we have fellowship with one another, 

and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin (1 John 1:6-7).   

 

The thought: 

The Bible often uses the word “walk” to indicate the continuing aspect of living out the 

life of a Christian.  Walking assumes a direction, a speed, and a persistence.  Jesus wants 

us to walk in relationship with him.  As we go along through life we hopefully will 

become comfortable with moving along at a pace that matches God’s purpose in our 

life.  It will not be too fast or too slow.  We will hopefully be examples of behavior that 

express the Christian faith in practical terms.  Good and relevant concepts here would 

be “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-

control” (Galatians 5:22-23).  The fruit of the Spirit should be increasingly demonstrated 

in our deportment, in our attitudes, and in our ethics. 

 

John sets up clearly the continuing choice of how we walk—in light or in darkness.  

Walking in the light results in fellowship—both with Jesus and with like-minded 

travelers.  Maybe this is because on a lighted road we can spend more time in 

fellowship and less on worrying about tripping on sticks and rocks in the path.  John 

suggests that there is a purifying function to this walking with Jesus.  Perhaps John is 

alluding to the purifying characteristics of light.  Light chases away the darkness.  

Similarly, the light of sunshine can bleach and clean. 

 

The prophet Isaiah (35:8) speaks of a highway called “Holiness” on which we can walk 

and from which the “unclean,” the “wicked fools,” and the “ferocious beast” will be 

excluded.  What a beautiful picture of walking through treacherous mountains and 

valleys with Jesus as our companion along the safe road which leads toward heaven.  

 

The song: 

Walking in sunlight all of my journey; 

Over the mountains, through the deep vale; 

Jesus has said, “I’ll never forsake thee,” 
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Promise divine that never can fail. 

 

Heavenly sunlight, heavenly sunlight, 

Flooding my soul with glory divine: 

Hallelujah, I am rejoicing, 

Singing His praises, Jesus is mine. 

 

Shadows around me, shadows above me, 

Never conceal my Savior and Guide; 

He is the Light, in Him is no darkness; 

Ever I’m walking close to His side. 

 --Henry J. Zelley (1899) 

 

The question: 

Where am I walking?  On which road and in what direction am I walking? 

 

The experience: 

We have all heard the stories of those who tell of walking five miles to school, uphill 

both ways.  I never had to walk that far but there were times when I did walk to school 

or to the bus stop.  Usually I enjoyed the walking since there was much to see, but at 

times it was too cold or too hot. 

 

I often saw the single footpaths in South Africa which extended across the veld 

(grassland).  I even rode my bicycle on some of them.  I was fascinated by the Africans 

who walked those paths.  These pilgrims would start talking to a fellow traveler coming 

the other way even when he was a long way off.  This shouted conversation would 

continue until the two passed each other and even when their backs were toward each 

other.  There was no time to stop and talk.  Talking had to happen on the go so that a 

distant destination could be reached in time.   

 

This reminds me of communicating with fellow Christian pilgrims.  When we tread 

wearily along the way, we may only be able to “shout” brief words of encouragement to 

one another.  Yet, we also relish the times we can have extended fellowship at a “way 

station.” 

 

I have heard of Africans who walked many miles to church.  I saw Africans with deeply 

cracked bare feet from years of walking across rough terrain and some with sandals 

carved out of motor car tires.  What a commitment to God and His truth!  For us, 

getting to church is often a quick ride in the car.  The Christian walk is more like the 
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pathways through the African countryside—one step at a time with patient persistence 

on toward the higher calling. 


