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The Scripture: 

Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion, which cannot 

be shaken but endures forever (Psalm 125:1). 

 

So this is what the Sovereign LORD says: "See, I lay a stone in 

Zion, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone for a sure foundation; the one who 

trusts will never be dismayed” (Isaiah 28:16). 

 

As it is written: "See, I lay in Zion a stone that causes men to stumble and a rock 

that makes them fall, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame 

(Romans 9:33). 

 

The thought: 

Zion serves as a “code word” for Jerusalem and for heaven.  It is the “place” where God 

lives.  Zion is actually a mountain long associated with the city of Jerusalem. 

 

As far as our journey through life is concerned, Zion is the ultimate place.  It is the place 

where we will finally be with God and where all will be joy and peace.  It is a cause for 

great rejoicing as we look toward being with God forever in a place where “he will wipe 

every tear from [our] eyes . . .  [and where] there will be no more death or mourning or 

crying or pain” (Revelation 21:4). 

 

Isaac Watts’ great hymn brings in the resounding message that we are marching on to a 

better world of worship and praise and reality. 

 

The song: 

Come, we that love the Lord, 

And let our joys be known; 

Join in a song with sweet accord, 

Join in a song with sweet accord 

And thus surround the throne, 

And thus surround the throne. 

 

We’re marching to Zion, 

Beautiful, beautiful Zion; 

We’re marching upward to Zion, 
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The beautiful city of God. 

 

Then let our songs abound, 

And every tear be dry; 

We’re marching through Immanuel’s ground, 

We’re marching through Immanuel’s ground, 

To fairer worlds on high, 

To fairer worlds on high. 

 --Isaac Watts (1707) and Robert Lowry (1867) 

 

The question: 

What will heaven be like?  In what ways do I experience Zion (heaven) while here on 

earth? 

 

The experience: 

As I am sure is the case for many, heaven is much associated in my mind and 

experience with music.  There are multitudes of heaven-related songs which I play on 

the piano and get to sing at church.  Recently our congregation united enthusiastically 

in singing “What a Day That Will Be” (Jim Hill) as we honored a departing saint. 

 

My early heaven thoughts certainly focused on “The Holy City.”  That great piece of 

music was on one of the few records my parents and we boys played on our wind-up 

gramophone (record player).  The pictures that this song generates in my mind are very 

special. 

 

My grandfather, an Englishman, who immigrated to South Africa around 1900, was the 

owner of a “magic lantern.”  This “ancient” slide projector was powered by paraffin 

(kerosene) with several wicks.  Glass slides were magnified and projected on to a wall 

or a sheet on the side of a building.  The artist’s pictures of heaven were viewed as the 

song “The Holy City” was played or sung.  As can be imagined, that must have been 

quite an event in the 1920’s and 1930’s before I was born.  I can remember seeing these 

pictures from time to time as a very special event in our own home after we inherited 

this “magical” piece of equipment from my grandfather. 

 

With that kind of introduction, who would not want to go to a place where there was 

“no need of moon or stars by night, or sun to shine by day, [since] it was the new 

Jerusalem which would not pass away” (Frederick Weatherly, 1899)? 
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